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WHY BUILD A BIBLICAL + THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY?

Books are to the minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ what tools are to the
carpenter: the essentials of the trade. A call to ministry is a call to preparation,
and the building of a ministry library is a must, not an option.

As the apostle Paul faced his impending death, he still remained a student,
requesting of Timothy that he bring the books when he came to visit him in
prison (2 Tim. 4:13). This booklet has been prepared for those who desire to
follow in Paul’s steps.

Warren Wiersbe offers some sound wisdom for this very task: “My books are
my tools, and | use them. | cannot afford to be a book collector; neither the
budget nor the diminishing shelf space ... permits such a luxury ... | enjoy my
library. Each book is a friend that converses with and teaches me. Better to have
fewer of the best books than to clutter your shelves with volumes that cannot
serve you well. Above all, love your books, use them, and dedicate all you learn
to the service of Jesus Christ.” To that end we have provided more than 1,000
titles to assist you in building your library and faithfully serving our Lord. Most
titles are written from an evangelical perspective, having been authored by
individuals who affirm the full authority and inspiration of Scripture (Matt. 5:17-18;
2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21).

While a good library is necessary as a solid foundation for ministry, training
under godly men and women is also important (2 Tim. 2:2). You may be someone
who senses God’s calling for further study and preparation. Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary exists for this very purpose, with a faculty and programs
of study designed to enable the student to be a careful and equipped teacher of
the God’s Word. Whether your calling is to be a missionary or evangelist, pastor
or teacher, counselor, educator or minister of music and worship, Southeastern
Seminary is a community of faith which can better prepare you for service in the
body of Christ.

Southeastern Seminary is committed to training men and women in sound
evangelical scholarship to reach a lost world for Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:18:20). If
God leads you our way, we will look forward to working with you.

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no

need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15).

In His Name,

= SURNG

Daniel L. Akin, President
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
Wake Forest, North Carolina

'Warren Wiersbe, A Basic Library for Bible Students (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981), 7-8.
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COMMENTARY TAGGING SYSTEM

T Technical — These commentaries are primarily intended for those with

advanced or intermediate knowledge of biblical languages (Hebrew,
Aramaic, and Greek).

P Pastoral — These commentaries are primarily intended for pastors,
teachers, and serious students of the Bible. Knowledge of biblical
languages will be helpful but not necessary to benefit from these works.

D Devotional — These commentaries are primarily intended for personal
Bible study and edification, focusing on the meaning and practical
application of the text.

*  Indicates first suggested selections for your library



GENERAL REFERENCES TO THE BIBLE+

B&H Editorial Staff. Holman Illustrated Bible
Handbook. B&H, 2018.

Beck, John A. ed. Zondervan Dictionary of
Biblical Imagery. Zondervan, 2022.

*Brand, Chad, Trent Butler, and Charles
Draper, eds. Holman Illustrated Bible
Dictionary. Revised and Expanded
edition. B&H, 2015.

Brisco, Thomas V. Holman Bible Atlas: A
Complete Guide to the Expansive
Geography of Biblical History. Holman,
2014

ESV Study Bible. Crossway Bibles, 2008.
CSB Study Bible. Holman, 2017.
*CSB Christ Chronological. Holman, 2017

*Currid, John D., and David P. Barrett.
Crossway ESV Bible Atlas. Crossway,
2010.

Hays, J. Daniel, and J. Scott Duvall, eds. The
Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook. Baker,
2011.

———. The Baker Illustrated Bible
Background Commentary. Baker, 2020

IVP Bible Dictionaries: Old Testament and
New Testament (8 Vols).

*Ryken, Leland, James C. Wilhoit, and
Tremper Longman III, eds. Dictionary of
Biblical Imagery. IVP, 1998.

Ryken, Leland. Literary Introductions to the
Books of the Bible. Crossway, 2015.

Silva, Moisés ed.. The Zondervan Illustrated
Bible Dictionary. Zondervan, 2011

+My preferred Bible translations would be the
following: English Standard Version,
(Crossway), Christian Standard Bible (Holman),
The New American Standard Version (Nelson),
or The New King James Version (Zondervan). It
is best to use multiple translations for serious
biblical study.

OLD TESTAMENT

Introductions and Surveys

Archer, Gleason L. Jr. A Survey of Old
Testament Introduction. Revised and
Expanded. Moody, 2007.

*Arnold, Bill T., and Bryan Beyer.
Encountering the Old Testament: A
Christian Survey. 34 ed. Baker, 2015.

DeRouchie, Jason S. What the Old Testament
Authors Really Cared About: A Survey of
Jesus’ Bible. Kregel, 2013.

Dillard, Raymond B., and Tremper Longman
II1. An Introduction to the Old Testament.
2nd ed. Zondervan, 2006.

Hess, Richard S. The Old Testament: A
Historical, Theological, and Critical
Introduction. Baker, 2016.

Hill, Andrew, and John Walton. A Survey of
the Old Testament. 34 ed. Zondervan,
20009.

Hubbard Jr., Robert L. and Andrew
Dearman. Introducing the Old Testament.
Eerdmans, 2018.

Lasor, William, David A. Hubbard, and
Frederick W. Bush. Old Testament
Survey: The Message, Form and
Background of the Old Testament. 2nd ed.
Eerdmans, 1996.

Leithart, Peter. A House for My Name.
Canon, 2000.

*Merrill, Eugene H., Mark F. Rooker, and
Michael A. Grisanti. The World and the
Word: An Introduction to the Old
Testament. B&H, 2011.

*Richter, Sandra. The Epic of Eden: A
Christian Entry into the Old Testament.
IVP, 2008.

Van Pelt, Miles V., ed. A Biblical-Theological
Introduction to the Old Testament: The
Gospel Promised. Crossway, 2016.



History and Background

Arnold, Bill T. and Richard Hess. Ancient
Israel’s History: An Introduction to Issues
and Sources. Baker, 2014

Easley, Kendall H. Holman Illustrated Guide
to Biblical History. B&H, 2003.

Long, V. Phillips, Tremper Longman, III, and
Tain W. Provan. A Biblical History of
Israel. 2nd ed. Westminster John Knox,
2015.

*Merrill, Eugene H. Kingdom of Priests: A
History of Old Testament Israel. 2nd ed.
Baker, 2008.

Oswalt, John N. The Bible Among the Myths:
Unique Revelation or Just Ancient
Literature? Zondervan, 2009.

*Packer, J. L., and Merrill C. Tenney.
Illustrated Manners and Customs of the
Bible. Nelson, 1997.

*Walton, John H. Zondervan Illustrated
Bible Backgrounds Commentary. 5 vols.
Zondervan, 2009.

———. Chronological Charts of the Old
Testament. Zondervan, 1994.

———. Ancient Near Eastern Thought and
the Old Testament: Introducing the
Conceptual World of the Hebrew Bible,
ond ed. Baker, 2018.

Walton, John H., Victor Matthews and Mark
W. Chavalas: The IVP Bible Background
Commentary: Old New Testament. IVP,
2000.

Archaeology

*Cline, Eric. Biblical Archaeology: A Very
Short Introduction. Oxford University
Press, 2009.

Currid, John. The Case for Biblical
Archaeology: Uncovering the Historical
Record of God’s Old Testament People.
P&R, 2020.

Hess, Richard S. Israelite Religions: An
Archaeological and Biblical Survey.
Baker, 2007.

Kitchen, K. A. On the Reliability of the Old
Testament. Eerdmans, 2003.

Price, J. Randall and H. Wayne House.
Zondervan Handbook of Biblical
Archaeology: A Book by Book Guide to
Archaeological Discoveries Related to the
Bible. Zondervan, 2017.

0Old Testament Theology

Bartholomew, Craig G., and David J. H.
Beldman, eds. Hearing the Old
Testament: Listening for God's Address.
Eerdmans, 2012.

*Dempster, Stephen. Dominion and
Dynasty: A Biblical Theology of the
Hebrew Bible. IVP, 2003.

Dumbrell, William J. The Faith of Israel: A
Theological Survey of the Old Testament.
ond ed. Baker, 2012.

House, Paul. Old Testament Theology. IVP,
1998.

*Kaiser, Walter C. Jr. Toward an Old
Testament Theology. Baker, 1978.

Longman, Tremper, III. Immanuel in Our
Place: Seeing Christ in Israel's Worship.
New Jersey: P&R, 2001.

*Merrill, Eugene. Everlasting Dominion: A
Theology of the Old Testament. B&H,
2006.

Moberly, R. W. L. Old Testament Theology:
Reading the Hebrew Bible as Christian
Scripture. Baker, 2015.

*Sailhamer, John H. Introduction to Old
Testament Theology: A Canonical
Approach. Zondervan, 1995.

*Waltke, Bruce. An Old Testament Theology:
An Exegetical, Canonical, and Thematic
Approach. Zondervan, 2007

Walton, John H. Old Testament Theology for
Christians: From Ancient Context to
Enduring Belief. IVP, 2017

Special Studies
Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Narrative

Rev. and Updated. Basic, 2011.

Arnold, Bill and H. G. M. Williamson.
Dictionary of the Old Testament
Historical Books. IVP, 2005.



Bandy, Alan S. Understanding Prophecy: A
Biblical-Theological Approach. Kregel,
2015.

Bartholomew, Craig G., and Ryan P. O'Dowd.
Old Testament Wisdom Literature: A
Theological Introduction. IVP, 2018.

Belcher, Richard. Finding Favour in the Sight
of God: A Theology of Wisdom Literature.
IVP, 2018. TP

Berlin, Adele. The Dynamics of Biblical
Parallelism. Eerdmans, 2007.

Blenkinsopp, Joseph. A History of Prophecy
in Israel. rev. ed. Westminster John Knox,
1996.

Boda, Mark J. and J. Gordon McConville.
Dictionary of the Old Testament
Prophets. IVP, 2012.

Carroll. R. M. Daniel. The Lord Roars:
Recovering the Prophetic Voice for Today.
Baker, 2022

Chisholm, Robert B. Jr. Handbook on the
Prophets. Baker, 2002.

Collins, C. John. Did Adam and Eve Really
Exist? Who They Were and Why You
Should Care. Crossway, 2011.

Clowney, Edmund. The Unfolding Mystery:
Discovering Christ in the Old Testament.
ond ed. P&R, 2013.

Currid, John D. Against the Gods: The
Polemical Theology of the Old Testament.
Crossway, 2013

*Dever, Mark. The Message of the Old
Testament: Promises Made. Crossway,
2006.

Enns, Peter and Tremper Longman III.
Dictionary of the Old Testament Wisdom,
Poetry, and Writings. IVP, 2008.

Firth, David G. Including the Stranger:
Foreigners in the Former Prophets. IVP,
2019.

Gentry, Peter. How to Read and Understand
the Biblical Prophets. Crossway, 2017.

Jobes, Karen H., and Moisés Silva. Invitation
to the Septuagint. 2nd ed. Baker, 2000.

*Kaiser, Walter C. Jr. Toward Rediscovering
the Old Testament. Zondervan, 1987.

McConville, Gordon. A Guide to the Prophets.
Vol. 4 of Exploring the Old Testament.
IVP, 2003.

*Murray, David. Jesus on Every Page: 10
Simple Ways to Seek and Find Christ in
the Old Testament. Thomas Nelson, 2013.

Roberts, Alastair J. and Andrew Wilson.
Echoes of Exodus: Tracing Themes of
Redemption through Scripture. Crossway,
2018.

Seitz, Christopher R. Prophecy and
Hermeneutics: Toward a New
Introduction to the Prophets. Baker, 2007.

Stuart, Douglas. Old Testament Exegesis: A
Handbook for Students and Pastors. 5t
ed. Westminster, 2022.

*Thomas, Heath A., Jeremy Evans, and Paul
Copan, eds. Holy War in the Bible:
Christian Morality and an Old Testament
Problem. IVP, 2013.

BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

Pentateuch

Alexander, T. Desmond. From Paradise to
the Promised Land: An Introduction to
the Pentateuch, 4th ed. Baker, 2022.

Alexander, T. Desmond and David W. Baker.
Dictionary of the Old Testament
Pentateuch. IVP, 2003.

Hamilton, Victor P. Handbook on the
Pentateuch, 27 ed. Baker, 2015.

*Sailhamer, John. The Meaning of the
Pentateuch: Revelation, Composition, and
Interpretation. IVP, 2009.

———. The Pentateuch as Narrative: A
Biblical-Theological Commentary.
Zondervan, 1995.

Wenham, Gordon. A Guide to the Pentateuch.
Vol. 1 of Exploring the Old Testament.
IVP, 2003.

Genesis

Duguid, Iain M., and Matthew P. Harmon.
Living in the Light of Inextinguishable
Hope: The Gospel According to Joseph.
P&R, 2013. P



Goldingay, John. Genesis. BCOT. Baker,
2020. TP

Greidanus, Sidney. Preaching Christ from
Genesis: Foundations for Expository
Sermons. Eerdmans, 2007. P

Hamilton, Victor P. The Book of Genesis
Chapters 18-50. NICOT. Eerdmans, 1995.
i

———. The Book of Genesis Chapters 1-17.
NICOT. Eerdmans, 1990. TP

Hughes, R. Kent. Genesis: Beginning and
Blessing. PTW. Crossway, 2004. PD

Kidner, Derek. Genesis: An Introduction and
Commentary. TOTC. repr. IVP, 2008. PD

Longman, Tremper III. Genesis. SGBC.
Zondervan, 2016. TP

*Matthews, Kenneth. Genesis 1:1-11. CSC.
Holman, 2023. P

*———. Genesis 11:27-50:26. NAC. B&H,
2005. P

Mckeown, James. Genesis. THOTC.
Eerdmans, 2008. P

*Bethancourt, Phillip. Exalting Jesus in
Genesis. CCE. Holman Reference, 2023.
PD

Provan, Ian. Discovering Genesis: Content,
Interpretation, Reception. DBT.
Eerdmans, 2016. P

Ross, Allen P. Creation and Blessing: A
Guide to the Study of the Exposition of
Genesis. Baker, 1988. PD

Ross, Allen P., and John N. Oswalt. Genesis,
Exodus. CBC. Tyndale House, 2008. P

*Sailhamer, John. “Genesis” in EBC. vol. 1.
rev. Zondervan, 2008. P

Steinmann, Andrew E. Genesis. TOTC. IVP,
2019. TP

Waltke, Bruce K., and Cathi J. Fredricks.
Genesis. Zondervan, 2001. TP

Walton, John H. Genesis. NIVAC. Zondervan,
2001. PD

Wenham, Gordon J. Genesis 1-15. WBC.
Word, 1987. T

———. Genesis 16-50. WBC. Word, 1994. T

Exodus

Alexander, T. Desmond. Exodus. TTT. Baker,
2016. PD

———. Exodus. AOTC. IVP, 2017. TP

Blackburn, W. Ross. The God Who Makes
Himself Known: The Missionary Heart of
the Book of Exodus. IVP, 2012. P

Bruckner, James K. Exodus. NIBC.
Hendrickson, 2008. PD

Chester, Tim. Exodus for You. GWFY. The
Good Book Company, 2016. PD

Cole, R. Alan. Exodus: An Introduction and
Commentary. TOTC. repr. IVP, 2008. TP

*Garrett, Duane. A Commentary on Exodus.
KEL. Kregel, 2014. TP

Hamilton, Victor P. Exodus: An Exegetical
Commentary. Baker, 2011. TP

*Kaiser, Walter C. Jr. “Exodus” in EBC. vol. 1.
rev. Zondervan, 2008. P

*Merida, Tony. Exalting Jesus in Exodus.
CCE. Holman, 2014. PD

*Motyer, J. A. The Message of Exodus. BST.
Rev ed. IVP, 2022. PD

Ryken, Philip G. Exodus: Saved for God’s
Glory. PTW. Crossway, 2005. PD

*Stuart, Douglas K. Exodus. NAC. B&H,
2006. P

Wright, Cristopher J.H., Exodus. SGBC.
Zondervan, 2021. TP

Leviticus

Gane, Roy. Leviticus, Numbers. NIVAC.
Zondervan, 2004. PD

Harrison, R. K. Leviticus: An Old Testament
Commentary. TOTC. repr. IVP, 2008. TP

*Hess, Richard. “Leviticus” in EBC. vol. 1. rev.
Zondervan, 2008. P

*Matthews, Kenneth A. Leviticus: Holy God,
Holy People. PTW. Crossway, 2009. PD

Morales, L. Michael. Who Shall Ascend the
Mountain of the Lord?: A Biblical
Theology of the Book of Leviticus. IVP,
2015. TP



*Mosley, Allan. Exalting Jesus in Leviticus.
CCE. Holman. 2015. PD

*Rooker, Mark F. Leviticus. NAC. B&H,
2000. P

Ross, Allen P. Holiness to the LORD: A Guide
to the Exposition of the Book of Leviticus.
Baker, 2002. PD

Shepherd, Jerry E. Leviticus. SGBC.
Zondervan, 2021. TP

Wenham, Gordon J. The Book of Leviticus.
NICOT. Eerdmans, 1979. TP

Numbers

*Ashley, Timothy R. The Book of Numbers.
NICOT. 2nd ed. Eerdmans, 2022. TP

Allen, R. B. “Numbers” in EBC. vol. 2. rev.
Zondervan, 2012. P

Brown, Raymond. The Message of Numbers.
BST. Rev ed. IVP, 2022. PD

*Cole, R. Dennis. Numbers. NAC. B&H,
2000. P

*Duguid, Iain M. Numbers: God’s Presence in
the Wilderness. PTW. Crossway, 2006. PD

Skylar, Jay A. Numbers. SGBC. Zondervan,
2023. P

Tidball, Derek. The Message of Leviticus.
BST. Rev ed. IVP, 2022. PD

*Wenham, Gordon J. Numbers: An
Introduction and Commentary. TOTC.
repr. IVP, 2008. TP

Deuteronomy

*Arnold, Bill. The Book of Deuteronomy 1—11.
NICOT. Eerdmans, 2022. TP

*Block, Daniel I. Deuteronomy. NIVAC.
Zondervan, 2012. PD

———. The Gospel According to Moses:
Theological and Ethical Reflections on the
Book of Deuteronomy. Wipf & Stock,
2012. P

Brown, Raymond. The Message of
Deuteronomy. BST. Rev ed. IVP, 2022. PD

*Craigie, Peter C. The Book of Deuteronomy.
NICOT. Eerdmans, 1976. TP

Fernando, Ajith. Deuteronomy: Loving
Obedience to a Loving God. PTW.
Crossway, 2012. PD

McConville, J. G. Deuteronomy. AOTC. IVP,
2002. TP

*Merrill, Eugene H. Deuteronomy. NAC.
B&H, 1994. P

Thompson, J.A. Deuteronomy: An
Introduction and Commentary. TOTC.
IVP, 1974. TP

Wright, Christopher. Deuteronomy. NIBC.
Hendrickson, 1996. PD

Joshua

Davis, Dale Ralph. Joshua: No Falling
Words. Christian Focus, 2000. PD

Firth, David G. The Message of Joshua. BST.
Rev ed. IVP, 2022. PD

———. Joshua. EBTC. Lexham Academic.
2021. P

*Hess, Richard. Joshua: An Introduction and
Commentary. TOTC. IVP, 2008. TP

*Howard, David. Joshua. NAC. B&H, 2002. P

Hubbard, Robert L. Joshua. NIVAC.
Zondervan, 2009. PD

McConville, J. Gordon and Stephen N.
Williams. Joshua. THOTC. Eerdmans,
2010. P

*Smith, Robert H. Exalting Jesus in Joshua.
CCE. B&H, 2023. PD

Woudstra, Marten H. The Book of Joshua.
NICOT. Eerdmans, 1981. TP

Wray Beal, Lissa M. Joshua. SGBC.
Zondervan, 2019. TP

Judges-Ruth

*Block, Daniel. Judges and Ruth. NAC. B&H,
1999. P

Boda, Mark J. and Mary L. Conway. Judges.
ZEC. Zondervan, 2022. TP

Bush, Frederic W. Ruth, Esther. WBC. Word,
1996. T

*Chisholm, Robert B. A Commentary on
Judges and Ruth. KEL. Kregel, 2013. TP



Cundall, Arthur E., and Leon Morris. Judges
and Ruth: An Introduction and
Commentary. TOTC. IVP, 2008. TP

Davis, Dale Ralph. Judges: Such a Great
Salvation. Christian Focus, 2000. PD

Duguid, Iain M. Esther and Ruth. REC. P&R,
2005. PD

Evans, Mary J. Judges and Ruth. TOTC. IVP
Academic, 2017. TP

Hawk, L. Daniel. Ruth. AOTC. IVP, 2015. TP

*Hubbard, Robert. The Book of Ruth. NICOT.

Eerdmans, 1989. TP

Keller, Timothy. Judges for You. GWFY. The
Good Book Company, 2013. PD

Lau, Peter and Gregory Goswell. Unceasing
Kindness: A Biblical Theology of Ruth.
IVP, 2016. TP

McKeown, James. Ruth. THOTC. Eerdmans,
2015. P

*Redmond, Eric C. Exalting Jesus in Judges
and Ruth. CCE. B&H, 2023. PD

Taylor, Marian Ann. Ruth. ZEC. Zondervan,
2020. PD

*Webb, Barry G. The Book of Judges. NICOT.

Eerdmans, 2012. TP

———.Judges and Ruth: God in Chaos. PTW.

Crossway, 2015. PD

Wilcock, Michael. The Message of Judges.
BST. Rev ed. IVP, 2022. PD

*Younger, K. Lawson. Judges, Ruth. NIVAC.
Rev. Zondervan, 2021. PD

1 & 2 Samuel

Anderson, A. A. 2 Samuel. WBC. Word, 1989.
T

*Arnold, Bill T. 1 and 2 Samuel. NIVAC.
Zondervan, 2003. PD

Baldwin, J.G. 1 & 2 Samuel. TOTC. repr. IVP,
2008. TP

*Bergen, Robert. 1 & 2 Samuel. NAC. B&H,
1997. P
Chapman, Stephen B. 1 Samuel as Christian

Scripture: A Theological Commentary.
Eerdmans, 2016. TP

Chester, Tim. 1 Samuel for You. GWFY. The
Good Book Company, 2014. PD

———. 2 Samuel for You. GWFY. The Good
Book Company, 2017. PD

———. 2 Samuel: Out of Every Adversity.
Christian Focus, 2001. PD

Evans, Paul S. 1—2 Samuel. SGBC. Zondervan,
2018.TP

*Greear, J. D. and Heath A. Thomas. Exalting
Jesus in 1 & 2 Samuel. CCE. Holman,
2016. PD

Klein, Ralph W. 1 Samuel. WBC. 2nd ed.
Word, 2009. T

*Leithart, Peter J. A Son to Me: An
Exposition of 1 & 2 Samuel. Canon Press,
2003. PD

Long, V. Phillips. 1 and 2 Samuel. TOTC. IVP,
2020. TP

Phillips, Richard D. 1 Samuel. REC. P&R,
2012. PD

*Tsumura, David Toshio. The First Book of
Samuel. NICOT. Eerdmans, 2007. TP

*———. The Second Book of Samuel. NICOT.
Eerdmans, 2019.

Woodhouse, John. 1 Samuel: Looking for a
Leader. PTW. Crossway, 2008. PD

———. 2 Samuel: Your Kingdom Come. PTW.
Crossway, 2015. PD

*Youngblood, Ronald F. “1, 2 Samuel” in EBC.
vol. 3. rev. ed. Zondervan, 2010. P

1 & 2 Kings

Cogan, Mordechai. I Kings: A New
Translation with Introduction and
Commentary. AB. Yale University Press,
2008. TP

*House, Paul R. 1, 2 Kings. NAC. B&H, 1995.
P

*Konkel, August H. 1 & 2 Kings. NIVAC.
Zondervan, 2006. PD

Lamb, David T. 1—2 Kings. SGBC. Zondervan,
2021. TP

*Leithart, Peter J. 1 & 2 Kings. BTC. Brazos,
2006. P



*Merida, Tony. Exalting Jesus in 1 & 2 Kings.
CCE. Holman Reference, 2015. PD

Olley, John W. The Message of Kings. BST.
Rev ed. IVP, 2022. PD

Patterson, R. D., and H. J. Austel. “1, 2 Kings”
in EBC. vol. 4. Zondervan, 1988. P
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